
13 December, 2019 

Hello everyone! 
 
This month’s newsletter was delayed – on purpose.  I wanted to wait until Terilee and I returned from the 
mission’s trip to Kuching, Malaysia.  But more about that below. 
 We finished our school term before the Winter Break last Friday, December 6th.  Speedy Hart, from 
SIBI in Lubbock, was here for the middle two weeks of November to teach the “Letters of John” (1st, 2nd and 
3rd John), and then I closed out the term with “Church History and Doctrine.”  My class, which covers a lot of 
historical material and doctrinal developments, was a bit abbreviated this time, due to my own mistake in 
reading the calendar.  So classes actually ended last Wednesday, December 4th, and that evening Terilee and I 
were off to Kuching.  (Again, more below.)  
 It’s always good to have Speedy here.  The students really like him and he really enjoys interacting 
with them as well.  He may be returning in March to teach “Church Growth”, but we haven’t finalized that 
yet.  (If he doesn’t come, then the students will be stuck with me!  But they see me all the time!)  We hope 
that Nancy can come along with Speedy next time.  She always does things with Terilee and the girls 
(students).  
 From the looks in their eyes, I think it’s becoming a reality to my “second year” students that when 
they return, they only have five months till graduation.  I always smile when I remember the look on their fac-
es as new arrivals and them thinking how they’ll get through the next two years successfully.  And now that 
the end is in sight, they’re shocked that they did get through successfully! 
 As I mentioned, last Wednesday evening, Terilee 
and I, along with one of the students, Kim Nang Suan and 
ten brethren from various churches of Christ (Singapore) 
flew to Kuching, Malaysia.  We spent the night in Ku-
ching and then drove out to a smaller city named Serian, 
where our hotel was located.  We travelled out of Serian 
each day to go to the village of Apnah (which I’m proba-
bly misspelling), which quite literally is located in the 
rain forest, with palm oil plantations (where most of the 
villagers work) not too far away.  Singaporean Christians 
from the Bedok, Geylong and Woodlands churches of 
Christ have been co-operatively working this area for 
nearly twelve years and have planted several small vil-
lage congregations throughout this region.  The problems 
of course are typical ones:  Due to smallness in size they 
have very little resources (or money to buy what they 
need), little training and almost no leadership.  Yet - God 
bless them! - they persist.   
 The reason for our trip was to conduct a vacation 
Bible school and to hold a workshop for the adults in the 
evening.  The turnout was more than expected, and that was due to one of the dear sisters who personally 
went door to door throughout the village and area inviting children (and their parents) to come.  The children 
definitely responded!  The Singaporean sisters who handled primary aged kids had a full house.  Terilee 
taught the kids 11 and above and had over twenty students.  (She was assisted by Kim, and a couple of trans-
lators.)  Kim also taught and led the kids in singing and did a really good job with what started as a tough au-
dience of almost all non-Christian kids.  I was asked to teach the adults in the evening with an emphasis on 
taking responsibility for local ministry.  (I had a translator, Gary, who is from Geylong CoC and speaks Ma-
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lay and Iban, the local languages of the villagers.)  After watching all the hard work everyone else was do-
ing, I felt like I had the easiest job of all!  On Sunday, we joined the congregation in worship and Gary 
preached (in Iban).  I never cease to be amazed at how God’s love brings so many different people together 
in unity.  On top of that, we had four baptisms, all adults.  We went to a rain forest stream near the church 
building and found a deep enough place, and one of the village chiefs (who is also a Christian) baptized all 
four.  That was different! 
 After morning worship, we made our way back to Kuching to spend the night.  We had a leisure day 
on Monday to spend and so drove out to a cultural village, which was impressive in preserving the different 
native cultures, their habitats, clothing and dance.  That evening we got back on a plane for Singapore and 
arrived home just after midnight. 
 Unfortunately, I managed to catch a flu bug which kicked in the very evening we left.  So I spent all 
of Tuesday and Wednesday in bed.  I’m pretty much over it now, but it did put a dent in my work plans. 
 To fill you in on Mr. Cole, he stayed in Singapore to attend school.  (They don’t break for the holi-
days until December 20th.)  He had a senior thesis and presentation to prepare, and I’m proud to say, he fin-
ished it all and did a very good job.  Terilee got to attend the science fair where the presentation was done. (I 
was in lah-lah land with the flu!)  As parents we were glad to see him take this kind of responsibility.  It 
gives us a little more confidence sending him to the States next year for college.  (He even washed the dishes 
before we came home!) 
 I realize this is only a quick summary of things that have been happening here with the work we’re 
doing.  But I do hope it gives you an idea at least that God is working here in Singapore and Malaysia and 
throughout this part of the world.  Again, that’s because God is working through you in supporting these ef-
forts.  It’s simply the truth:  this would not be happening without you. 
 God bless you all, and your families during this holiday season! 
  
 Terry 
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